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Workplaces 
ho111P~@A6 

- HR director Gale Baird 
said tht' comJ)any h:;.s hatl 
no positive COV1D·19 
cau-s or known exposures 
among it s ~!a ft. But the 
outbreak al Firestone is a 
rtminder t hat t h f' virus will 
continue to circulate, sh'! 
said, even when thecoom y 
is able lo move tonew1ihas­
f'S of reopening. 

· 1t just shows that we 
can't presume that every-
1hing·s going lo be over just 
becaus,- we're in a different 
phase of reopening,u sh~ 
said. ~we ha\·t to stay dili· 
llenlcOl\stanrly.~ 

E• •luating wo,iq,laces 
Kl'Vin Proctor-, presi-

dent ol C-orporatf' consult­
inJi? firm ABK Consult ing 
Group, has be-en working 
With th, nonprofit g roup 
Impact Washington to 
cood LK·t c::oronavirus work­
plac:f' safoty evaluations 
Mosl compani f's start from 
th{> same placf'. he u id ­
the manufacturing guide­
linPs released by Gov_ Jay 
lnslee·s u!fke May 12 -
but everyone dot!> it a littlt' 
differently 

-Jt's a pretty tall order 
for manufacturers, bu! l\rp 

found manufacturers who 
have ~ '" abovf' and be­
yond,~ he said. 

On thf' O(her h and, h e 
said, thert h.wf' br.-f'n 
manufacturers who have 
i(l(ten 1lmosi everythloi 
righl, but undermined 1heir 
progress by missing small 
details, suc-h as reu!lln,g thP 
~ame 1owe,t during regular 
sanitation swetps. 

Employl'e brt>ak rooms 
and kitchens lf'tld to ~ 
a majot pr oblem arPa, he 
said, due to lhtir often 
small si~ an ti sh.ared 
equipment like micro­
wave ovens and vending 
machines. Ami even if the 
tables are spai:ed apart. 
the employf'es will still b l' 
walking around t ht room 
with masks off In or der 
to eat. Proctor said sume 
of 1he 11lacu ht>'s audited 
h;we ended up just closing 
1ht'lr ki.nchrooms. 

"They r~uest f'mploy­
t>es bring food wi1h them 
and <'Ill in the ir cars.~ he 
said. "And it 's a beautiful 
timto ofyparto do that.~ 

After work 
Anothe r big challengP 

i~ making sure employ<'«'S 
follow the rules oulsidt" 
of work, he said , both in 
ttf"ms of avoiding c lose 
COfltact and tak ing their 
awn lt"mpeuitur('S, if the 
employer decides to ask 
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themtodoso 
Food manufacturers 

havP to foUow ~ssent ia\ly 
the sam<' safety rules as 
oeher manufacturers, and 
in tht'ory thou (acilities 
should have a head sur1 
because workers already 
net'<! sume per50flal pro­
tPCtiveo ,-quipment such 
as ~ewes and i.mocks. a<> 
c:ordini? to Craig Doan, 
chief tood scientist at Im­
pact Washington. 

lmpactWashington·s,111-
sf'ir.sments h.1ve only found 
sm.111 misses so far, h e' 
said, but he nolrd th.ll lhe 
federal Centers fo,- OiseuP 
Controt and Prtvl'ntion 
has documemed reports 
of COVID-19 outbreaks at 
meat patki~ plant s, with 
violations ranging from a 
lark of social distancing 
oo the floor to share-d hous­
ing or carpooling ,1mong 
work<'rs. 

In I press conferPnce 
call lasl Wl't'k, Firestone 
CEO Josh Hinerfeld said 
the company had been 
following recommended 
steps from th, Centers fo,­
Dist>ase Control and Pre­
Vt'f"llion slnct> March. Each 
r m1iloyee's temperature 
was 1aken u they arrived 
for work. Moreruleswert 
impkm('nl l'd in April, hr 
said, includinf requir­
ing ,111 employeN to wrar 
masks. 

Hinerfe\d poi nte-d to 
social distancing t>nforct'­
mt'nt as ooe of the arPaS 
wherE- lht company strug­
gled in t ht' WE-eks leading 
up to th t> outm"eak - par· 
t icularlyin areas outside Qf 
tl1Pp]an1floor. 

-w" could have demi!' 
bettnt he said. '"Through 
!his process, we learnl'd 
lhat wt- didn't do enough.~ 

The plant's break room 
didn't have ffiough spact> 
for Slaff to be 6 feet apart, 
he said, so the company 
rentl.'d a canopy :;.nd set it 
up with tables and chairs 
outside. They later put oth­
er measures Jn place such 
as removing the micro· 
wavt' OYetiS and shutting 
off the drinking fountain. 

Asymptcmalic C.19<1$ 

Wt"re ar.o!Mr J]f"Oblffll, 
Hinerfekl said. Seventy 
employtt"s had ttstE'd pos:i­
tivP al the t lme of thP prl.'S.~ 
call, and Hinerfeld said 61 
of them JW\'cr showed any 
symptoms, meaning lhE'rf' 
was no fe-vtr fO¥ the temper· 
aturl:'cb«kstodet4'Cl. 

"I thous;:-ht tha1 was stun­
ning, and ltliinkit eKplain~ 
why WP weren't ca1c::hill.ll il 
in our scref'nini: exerdSl:',u 
he said. 
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Outbreak reported 
at Whatcom processor 
Health official not 
releasing name of 
company for now 
ly DAVID RA51ACH 
The&ICingtiamHl!fald 

A Whatcom County pro­
u·ssing facility is PXperienc­
ing an active outbreak of 
<:oronavirus, the Whatcom 
County Health Deiiartment 
announced Monday. Which 
facility is impacted was not 
released and how many cOtJ­
tirmed cases of COVl[H9 
havf' b<'en diagnost>-d in tht 
outbreak is still bting lleter· 
mined. 

· we are working very 
duse\y on thil parlic:uLu 
outbtl'akwith thefflll~ 
11t1d the empk,yer,- Director 
Erika Lautenbach saicl dur­
ing an ooliAP briefing Mon· 
day. 

L&utmbach said ihe com­
pany hasnoti;riwn the-hf'a lth 
lk,partment consen1 IO haw 
ils namP rrk-ased, and since 
it is important for the- heahh 
dt>partmenl lo bl! able to 
work with t he company to 

invPStigate t~ outbreak, the 
name is not being rf'Vealed. 

-Obviously, it's ~ atty irn· 
portanl for usu wt''re doing 
this investieativt work to 
have trust in a relatiooship 
with tht- e-mployer lo ensure 
acct'U and innuenc:e in best 
practk:es," L.autenbachuid, 

Lautenbach said the hra­
tion of most of Whatcom's 
prev)Otls cov10.19 out• 
b-t'aks hive bNon ab~ to be­
relf'.ul"d bttause the long­
term c,1re fa("iiilies where 
they luvt' occurred havr 
been open to sharing infor­
mation. 

Thf' heaJih department 
reportt>d 10 new confirmf'd 
cases in the county on Satur· 
dayandsixmoreon Monday. 
bringing th(> cOllnty's total 
numberofcasesto 401. 

"Tht' bulk of thosP ni'W 
cases, I di,I confirm this 
morning. art' associated with 
llot onlylhf' rmploye<'soflhf. 
facilily, but also their close 
contacts: L.autffibach s.1td. 
-so most of those an> relattd 
10 Iha! pUlic:ular outbreak 
thalw(· ar e investigatingand 
working with that t-mp1oy'1' 
oo." 


